OLD CLOTHES ARE BETTER THAN NEW   227
have tended to redeem their clothes due to the
present economic pressure., that I cannot come
even near to supplying the demand. Most of the
old clothes I get are collected during spring clean-
ing days. A few years ago I took measures to
solve this old clothes shortage problem and went
into the manufacturing business. That is why
you always find some new clothes in second-hand
clothing stores. We second-hand men just had
to do something about it. My new clothes busi-
ness now amounts to about 50,000 yen a year*
Unfortunately these new clothes are more expen-
sive than old clothes and do not compare in quality.
I don't like them but it can't be helped/'
A smaller source of revenue for Mr. Taka-
hashi comes from what he finds in the pockets of
cast-off garments. "Americans are very careless,"
he said. "I have found ten dollar bills and even
watches and gold coins in some of the American
suits I have imported. The pockets of Japanese
clothes sometimes yield money but usually only
name cards and letters are forthcoming- Once
I found some coupons in an American coat and I
saved them for years thinking they might be of
value until a friend wfco had just returned from
America explained they might, if I had fifty more,
get me an alarm clock or something from a cigar